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Did you read this month’s — Organization updates —
digest? HAI/AR updates
Y N Respiratory virus update
res No Many vulnerable Utahns are being hospitalized due to severe
illness as the respiratory virus season continues. Vaccination can
protect against severe illness and death. See the attached letter
HAI/AR resources and flyers from Dr. Leisha Nolen, Utah state epidemiologist, for

important updates about the ongoing respiratory virus season

HAI/AR website and how to provide vaccination in long-term care settings.

Visit our homepage, which links to

other program sites. Utah public health grand rounds
Join us for the Utah public health grand rounds on February 14
from 12 to 1. This online talk will help you to stay up-to-date on

Infection prevention guides health patterns across the state and learn about concerning

You are encouraged to use the trends. The Utah Department of Health and Human Services

Infection prevention and (DHHS) is partnering with the ECHO program to bring you a series

preparedness manual and the that aims to help clinicians gain a broader view of health in Utah.

Multidrug-resistant organisms guide  \ve will provide data and insights to help clinicians make well-

in your facilities. informed decisions for their patients and communities.
Our inaugural session will give you a snapshot of current

DHHS COVID-19 healthcare respiratory illnesses in Utah, as well as provide an overview of the

guidance data DHHS uses to understand the diseases and health issues in

All guidance documents are now our state. These sessions will be presented by Dr. Leisha Nolen,

located on the HAI/AR webpage and  (tah state epidemiologist, and are eligible for CME. Click here to

updated as needed. register for the February talk. Sign up on our listserv to stay

connected for future public health grand rounds.

CDC's COVID-19 guidance for
healthcare facilities

Last updated May 8, 2023.

Updated considerations for COVID-19
vaccines are also available.

First local Candida auris case

We identified the first case of C. auris in Utah not linked to Nevada
in December. It is more important than ever to conduct admission
screening for new residents to prevent further spread of C. auris
in Utah.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd60Fds5VDYcqYhvwM16YZs8sOS0RolxqaYQTYlHjCAfSY4aA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeO9IXo0AXVajlJtTI6rIFJlKncjHj0QeAZDOPqwOh8V5Yi7A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://epi.health.utah.gov/healthcare-associated-infections-antimicrobial-resistance-program/
https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/IPC-Manual.docx-1.pdf
https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/IPC-Manual.docx-1.pdf
https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/Utah-healthcare-associated-infections-guide_MDRO.pdf
https://epi.health.utah.gov/healthcare-associated-infections-antimicrobial-resistance-program/#88a13baf59094ac00
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_11_2-DM104978&ACSTrackingLabel=COVID-19%20vaccination%20recommendations&deliveryName=USCDC_11_2-DM104978
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_11_2-DM104978&ACSTrackingLabel=COVID-19%20vaccination%20recommendations&deliveryName=USCDC_11_2-DM104978
https://utah-health.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrd-CtqTgqGtIjkI4xif-nm6Xg8dZzBYnM#/registration
http://eepurl.com/iHsNNw

Infection control assessment and
response (ICAR)

Assisted living facilities can use this
link to request an ICAR appointment.
Send questions to HAI@utah.gov.

Immunization Program
Contact Jeni Demeny for assistance
tracking resident immunizations.

Interfacility transfer form

This updated form should be used
for patient transfers to and from
other healthcare facilities.
Communicating infection control
precautions to the next healthcare
provider helps prevent transmission
of multidrug-resistant organisms
(MDROs).

Mental health resources
Visit the mental health resources site
for details of available resources.

Project Firstline resources

Our self-paced modules are great for
new and experienced staff training.
Our Escape Room manual is a fun
way to review infection control
principles.

Our training cards are great for team
meetings and huddles.

Other Project Firstline resources are
available on the CDC's website.

Candida auris resources

The C. auris outbreak in Nevada
continues. We have also recently
seen the first case of C. auris
transmission in Utah.

We recommend you screen resident transfers who come from any
long-term acute-care hospital (LTACH) or ventilator-equipped
skilled nursing facility (vSNF). Continue to screen any resident
transfers from Nevada.

Antimicrobial stewardship webinar series
Join us as the antimicrobial stewardship webinar resumes for the
new year! Sessions are held on the third Wednesday of each
month at 12 p.m. MST. Free continuing medical education (CME)
credits are available.

Details for the next session:

Date: February 21, 2024

Speaker: Cullen Adre, PharmD, Tennessee Department of

Health
Topic: Antimicrobial stewardship in LTCFs from a public health
perspective

Register for the webinar here. The Zoom password is 123456.

Feedback on HAI/AR resources

We'd like to know if our IPC manual and MDRO guide were useful
for you in 2023. Take 5 minutes to complete this short (7
questions) survey. Responses are anonymous and every question
is optional. We appreciate your feedback!

Comagine Health updates

Vaccination station web series

Tune in to the Comagine Health vaccination station web series on
the second Tuesday of the month, 11-11:30 a.m. MT. These
interactive sessions are designed to address questions, barriers,
or issues about adult vaccinations and offer opportunities for
problem-solving and discussion. Register here.

Collaborative “all teach, all learn” community

The Comagine Health Utah Infection Prevention Solutions team is
restarting the interactive Project ECHO® learning collaborative in
2024. Sessions are held each first and third Wednesday of the
month beginning January 17, 2024. Register here:

During these expert-led, peer-to-peer learning opportunities you
can improve your infection prevention program through:

e Continued topical learning

e Sharing best practices

e Troubleshooting real-life scenarios

e Helping each other bridge knowledge gaps


https://forms.gle/hgtNhomJtDbFpGKx8
mailto:HAI@utah.gov
mailto:jdemeny@utah.gov
https://epi.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/Interfacility_Transfer_Form.pdf
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/mental-health
https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms2/training-library.aspx?trainingLibraryID=3
https://c19.health.utah.gov/surveys/?s=7M8X37KWLKDYCREP
https://epi.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/IPC-Training-cards-deck.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/healthcare/educational-materials.html
https://utah-health.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrf-CurD8sGdXMY2mhRmxK-Lzs62ZKw6ZV#/registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoDB7yl-tkjSoLOuI7lKkDG-OQDu57OVAhTY4bdRHHC6LJBg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://app.cerkl.com/org/story.php?id=16104405
https://u10944266.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=nWzcpQsYPrvozI7onH7sBjgYQ0EOZ-2BV8-2FMsoqP8KJPfq0JQzcuugCvIMZZjl9q4N8ibb_sPA-2FrFjAYl4YMIex-2B3xMQg5cyXQi7D2EXA-2Bq62PWsHrhrio-2FQxFydlNf59JQYnhM0fcVqz4QzWKCzPx03XwccWvDYJ3P427YWxUXloJOAMofNqM-2FAnOGNJzMqLtUqp76ZPXyyWYgdSknUP6fmLW5fDqgfabWxlAt3jxubt0IY6wCCcbcWNGtuDiBK25RA2iKUWT4UvO5XjxtoG-2FXhcMqr3uA7RevrtBYF4gX1-2BZWSDdSLnqsIs-2B-2B8P1-2FOKcyvD89rmaatCX4DLSXm1NitfuRf7CcCrol9xbhKx5Zqf-2Bz2Inp0YU1y8PyhX1X7V8ONL3i-2BBPWTpiT56ITkzDsL59xhFP2PbyvbSqowR8h-2BV-2BNkIk-3D
https://qrco.de/becC2F

The CDC recommends screening any
resident who received care from a
Nevada facility within 6 months. We
also recommend screening residents
who are transferred from vSNF or
LTACH facilities in Utah County.
Contact the HAI/AR team at
HAl@utah.gov to schedule a resident
screening for C. auris.

Recommended precautions to
prevent C. auris spread:

e Use contact precautions if your
facility is a hospital or long-
term acute care hospital.

e Use enhanced barrier
precautions if your facility is a
long-term care facility, skilled
nursing facility, or
rehabilitation facility.

e These precautions apply to
residents colonized or infected
with an MDRO and all high-risk
residents.

We have also created C. auris
knowledge checks for frontline staff
and clinicians, which can provide
ongoing education.

Questions?
For questions, visit our HAI webpage
or email us at HAI@utah.gov.

Collaborative members who actively participate in the ECHO
series are eligible for free resources, based on the number of
sessions attended (and subject to availability):
e 1 session: APIC memberships, APIC book: Infection
Prevention Guide to Long-Term Care ($350 value)
e 3 sessions: Large MedifyAir purifier and replacement
filters ($700 value)
e 5 sessions: Mobile Training Center ($1500 value)

Participants from the previous ECHO collaborative: register again
using this link to receive the meeting and resource links for 2024
sessions.

Last chance to participate in customized coaching

and consultation

Comagine Health offers free 1:1 infection prevention and control
coaching to help your team provide the safest care for your
residents. Their expertly-designed solutions are evidence-based to
meet your facility's specific needs.

Additional free resources are available to those who complete the
coaching and consultation service:
e One year of local and national APIC memberships
e Technology solutions, such as webcams, tablets, speakers,
and mobile hotspots
e PPE solutions: fit testing kits, N-95 masks, gloves, face
shields, gowns
e Air purifiers and a year’s supply of filter refills from Medify
Air

These resources are only available for a limited time to all long-
term care settings in Utah. Email the Comagine team at
InfectionPreventionAdvisor@comagine.org or check out their
website to take advantage of this free support.

CDC updates

On Wednesday, January 31, 2024, CDC and CMS present stories
from the field: immunization strategies for long-term care. This
webinar is open to all interested in collaboration with their staff,
residents, and families to improve COVID-19 vaccination rates at
their facilities. For more information, see the attached flyers. You
can register for the event here.


mailto:hai@utah.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/precautions.html#:%7E:text=Contact%20precautions.,3.
https://www.cdc.gov/hai/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hai/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes.html
https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms2/training-library.aspx?trainingLibraryID=4
mailto:hai@utah.gov
https://comagine.org/program/utah-infection-prevention
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uA4ZKCbUTri_JqCSgPYdyg#/registration

New Project Firstline modules

Project Firstline

for homecare and hospice

Prevent germ spread in the home

PROJECT | :-I Utah Department of
FIRSTLIN ‘ ! yea[th & Human

We are excited to announce 2 new (free) self-paced modules
focused on infection control. The homecare and hospice series is
a 2-part series—available now—focused on preventing germ
spread in the home environment. The building management
series is a 4-part series focused on preventing germ spread
through common building concerns. The first module is available
now!
e Homecare and hospice series
o Prevent germ spread through bag technique
o Recognizing infection risks in care settings
e Building management series
o Supply storage
o Ventilation
o Construction *coming soon*
o Water management *coming soon*
Additional Project Firstline resources can be found on the Project
Firstline Utah webpage or on the CDC Project Firstline website.

Resource spotlight: ICAR module 8
The next module of the ICAR tool assesses wound care practices.
This module uses both interview and observation portions to
assess:

e who, where, and how wound care is performed,

e correct equipment and supply use, and

e precaution used.

Stay tuned as we cover the remaining ICAR modules in coming
months. Click here to request an ICAR in your facility.


https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms2/training-info.aspx?trainingID=201
https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms2/training-info.aspx?trainingID=202
https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms2/training-info.aspx?trainingID=203
https://epi.utah.gov/project-firstline/
https://epi.utah.gov/project-firstline/
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html
https://forms.gle/hgtNhomJtDbFpGKx8

Utah LTCF COVID-19 situational update
As of December 31, 2023

Number of UDOH Licensed Facilities with Active Outbreaks
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Antimicrobial resistance in Utah
As of September 30, 2023

Carbapenem-resistant organisms (CRO)

The CROs shown in the graph below include: carbapenem-
resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB), carbapenem-resistant
Pseudomonas aeruginosa (CRPA), carbapenem-resistant
Enterobacterales (CRE),* and carbapenemase-producing
organisms (CPO).**

Carbapenem Resistant Organism Cases in Utah,
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*The Enterobacterales order contains multiple bacteria species which
you are not required to report to Utah DHHS, but are of interest to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Utah DHHS.
Therefore, the CRE count may not be a comprehensive count of all CRE
cases in Utah.

**The CPO counts are also included in the CRAB, CRE, and CRPA counts
because CPOs are also carbapenem-resistant organisms.

This graph was created with data provided by the Utah Public
Health Laboratory.




Did you read this month's digest?
Yes No

To stop receiving the HAI/AR monthly digest, reply to this email or email janellekammerman@utah.gov
directly. Thank you.

Utah Department of

Health & Human

¥ Services
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